New Mexico Public education Department
Public Release Statement
Coordinated School Health & Wellness Bureau 
(rev. 05/16)

	Robert F. Kennedy Charter School
FOR FREE AND REDUCED-PRICE MEALS IN

THE NATIONAL SCHOOL LUNCH AND

SCHOOL BREAKFAST PROGRAMS
	On (insert date) _May 26, 2016______________ ,

this public release was/will be sent to (enter names of news media outlets and major employers contemplating layoffs):

	
	RFK School Website

	
	

	
	


Robert F; Kennedy Charter School today announced its policy for providing free and reduced-price meals for children served under the  National School Lunch Program and/or School Breakfast Program.  Each school and/or the central office have a copy of the policy, which may be reviewed by any interested party.

The household size and income criteria identified below will be used to determine eligibility for free, reduced-price, or full-price meal benefits.  Children from households whose income is at or below the levels shown here are eligible for free or reduced-price meals.  Children who receive  Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program  (SNAP), or Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR) or Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Assistance, benefits are automatically eligible for free meals regardless of the income of the household in which they reside.  Eligibility for a foster child is based on a separate application and solely on the amount of the child's “personal use” income.

	                     INCOME ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES

FOR FREE AND REDUCED-PRICE MEALS

Effective from July 1, 2016, to June 30, 2017
FREE MEAL SCALE   130%
Household

Size

Annual

Monthly

Twice Per Month

Bi-Weekly
Weekly

1

$15,444
$1,287
$644
$594
$297
2

20,826
1,736
868
801
401
3

26,208
2,184
1,092
1,008
504
4

31,590
2,633
1,317
1,215
608
5

36,972
3,081
1,541
1,422
711
6

42,354
3,530
1,765
1,629
815
7

47,749
3,980
1,990
1,837
919
8

53,157
4,430
2,215
2,045
1,023
For each additional family member, add

+ 5,408
+  451
+ 226
+ 208
+ 104
REDUCED-PRICE MEAL SCALE       185%
Household

Size

Annual

Monthly

Twice Per Month

Bi-Weekly
Weekly

1

$21,978
$1,832
$916
$846
$423
2

29,637
2,470
1,235
1,140
570
3

37,296
3,108
1,554
1,435
718
4

44,955
3,747
1,874
1,730
865
5

52,614
4,385
2,193
2,024
1,012
6

60,273
5,023
2,512
2,319
1,160
7

67,951
5,663
2,832
2,614
1,307
8

75,647
6,304
3,152
2,910
1,455
For each additional family 
 member, add

+7,696
+642
+321
+296
+148



(Continued on page 2)

	In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.  

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits.  Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.  Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: 
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: 

(1)

mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; 

(2) 
fax: (202) 690-7442; or 

(3) 
email: program.intake@usda.gov
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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  Robert F. Kennedy Charter School to Participate in Community Eligibility Provision 
MEDIA CONTACT: Robert Baade
May 26, 2016 – Albuquerque – Robert F. Kennedy Charter School is slated to implement the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) for Free Meal Reimbursement in School Year 2017. Through CEP, a school district, a group of schools or a single school may offer meals at no charge to all students. This eliminates the procedure of distributing and processing meal applications.
The Healthy, Hunger Free Kids Act of 2010 includes the implementation of CEP to insure that every student in low-income neighborhoods and/or districts can participate in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and School Breakfast Program (SBP). To qualify, a district or school must have 40 percent or more of its students eligible for free meals based on direct certification. 
By participating in CEP and eliminating the need for meal applications, Robert F. Kennedy Charter School will reduce administrative and printing costs. Families also benefit from the elimination of completing and submitting meal applications. 

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.  

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits.  Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.  Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: 

http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: 

(1)


mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; 

(2) 
fax: (202) 690-7442; or 

(3) 
email: program.intake@usda.gov
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
